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In the following cases, the applicant is notified of the reason for rejection and is given an oppor-
tunity to submit a statement of his arguments.  Where it is judged that the reason for rejection
has not been overcome, the application is rejected. 

① The variety does not meet the conditions for registration

② Where the applicant fails, without justifiable reason, to comply with an order to submit materials

(including the submission of seeds and seedlings for growing tests, etc.) or an order to change the

denomination

③ Where the applicant rejects, without justifiable reason, on-site inspections 

（１）Examination of the Characteristics, etc.

（２） Examination of the Denomination of Variety

（３）Rejection of Application
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5. Examination

After publication of the application, the examination is conducted by the following method with
regard to whether the conditions for variety registration are satisfied or not, and it is strictly
judged whether the variety may be registered or not.

Examination of the characteristics is conducted to judge distinctness, uniformity and stability
(DUS testing). The DUS testing is conducted in the following three forms;

1) Growing Test
2) On-site Inspection by government officials
3) Documentary Examination

Plant Variety Protection Office decides on how the DUS test should be conducted for each
application, mainly depending on the genera or species of the candidate variety and reflecting
some other conditions.  The National Center for Seeds and Seedlings (NCSS) has been desig-
nated to undertake Growing Tests.

① In contrast to other reasons for rejection, where the denomination of the applied variety is not
appropriate, the application is not rejected immediately, but the application is ordered to
select another denomination for the variety. (Where the denomination is not changed within
the designated time limit, the application will be rejected)

② The examination of the denomination is conducted immediately after the application, and
where the denomination is not appropriate, publication of application is made after the
denomination has been changed.

③ Even a publicly announced denomination, where it is found inappropriate by information
obtained after publication or as a result of consulting the trademark register or examination
of characteristics, the applicant will be ordered to change the denomination just before
variety registration.

④ Since the denomination of the applied variety constitutes, after the publication, an important
factor for the third party to identify whether the variety is the subject of the provisional pro-
tection or not, the applicant may not voluntarily change the denomination without the order
to change.




